PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program
RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS
Midfield VOCs HSCA Site
June 5, 2014
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (Department) provided a public comment
period concerning the selection of the interim response at the Midfield VOCs HSCA Site. Written
comments were accepted during the comment period which ended on May 24, 2014 and oral comments
were presented at the public hearing conducted on April 7, 2014 at the Horsham Township Community
Center. The Department has compiled all comments received during the comment period or at the
public hearing, from the following persons:
John Burke
307 Midfield Drive
Ambler, PA 19002

Ted DeLeone
308 Midfield Drive
Ambler, PA 19002

Jim Vasta
300 Park Road
Ambler, PA 19002

Karina Caddick
315 Midfield Drive
Ambler, PA 19002

Walt Badulak
1035 Davis Grove Road
Ambler, PA 19002

Peter Tambourino
317 Midfield Drive
Ambler, PA 19002

Richard Jushchyshyn
304 Park Road
Ambler, PA 19002

Mary Ann Grucella
1030 Davis Grove Road
Ambler, PA 19002

Robert V. and Suzanne Davenport
306 Midfield Drive
Ambler, PA 19002

William Walker
Township Manager
Horsham Township
1025 Horsham Road
Horsham, PA 19044

Tina O’Rourke
Business Manager
Horsham Water & Sewer Authority
617 Horsham Road
Horsham, PA 19044

Representative Todd Stephens
151st Legislative District
PO Box 202151
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2151

Each comment, the source of the comment, and the Department's response are listed below. Oral
comments have been summarized; complete transcriptions of oral comments can be found in the public
hearing transcript of April 7, 2014, filed within the administrative record. Copies of the administrative
record are available for review at the Department’s southeast regional office in Norristown, and at the
Horsham Township Library.
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Comment #1: Oral comment from John Burke given at the public hearing on April 7, 2014, transcribed
on page 28 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. Burke stated that when the Department first sampled his well, on March 11, 2013, there was only
one volatile organic compound (VOC) detected, but repeat testing nine months later revealed “three
others”. He is concerned his results could get worse, like his neighbors, and stated that his well “is not a
healthy well”.
Response to comment #1:
Thank you for attending the public hearing, and providing a comment for the record. The Department
has selected Alternative 4, the extension of the nearby public water line in order to abate the threats
posed by groundwater contamination. Selected properties in the Site area that are currently affected by
VOCs above drinking water health standards as well as properties with detections below standards will
be included in the project. The Department will perform additional sampling to monitor properties
where to date, VOCs have been detected at levels within safe drinking water standards. Any residence
with VOCs detected above standards during the investigation will be provided with bottled water until
connections to public water are completed.
Comment #2: Oral comment from Ted DeLeone given at the public hearing on April 7, 2014,
transcribed on pages 28-29 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. DeLeone is receiving bottled water from the Department since he has a contaminated well, and
expressed that he is “tired of bottled water”. He wants the water main put in, and believes “everybody on
the street does”.
Response to comment #2:
Thank you for attending the public hearing, and providing a comment for the record. While it may be
inconvenient to store and use, the bottled water does meet safe drinking water standards, and is only a
temporary measure to ensure a safe alternative potable water source for affected homes. As a more
permanent solution, the Department has chosen Alternative 4, the waterline option, for the Site. The
Department will continue to provide the bottled water for homes with well-water contaminants that
exceed safe drinking water standards until the response action is complete.
Comment #3: Oral comment from Jim Vasta given at the public hearing on April 27, 2014, transcribed
on page 29 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. Vasta is receiving bottled water from the Department, and stated “I really like my well”, but added
“if I can’t drink it, what’s the point?”. He finds the bottled water “somewhat cumbersome”. He also
thanked the Department “for even doing this study”. He looks forward to public water.
Response to comment #3:
Thank you for attending the public hearing, and providing a comment for the record. The Department
has selected Alternative 4, the water line option. While there may be some inconvenience with the use of
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bottled water, it is only a temporary measure until the response action can be completed. Once homes
are connected to the water line, wells will be decommissioned and the bottled water will no longer be
needed.
Comment #4: Oral comment from Karina Caddick given at the public hearing on April 27, 2014,
transcribed on page 30 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Ms. Caddick is concerned that although her well isn’t contaminated with VOCs above safe drinking
water standards at this time, it could become so, since she lives so close to a property that is “very highly
contaminated”.
Response to comment #4:
Thank you for attending the public hearing and providing a comment for the record. The Department has
selected Alternative 4, the public water line option, as a permanent solution to provide safe drinking
water at the Site. The Department will also continue to monitor drinking water wells in the area while
the water line project is designed and implemented. Bottled water will be provided to any residence that
is found to have VOCs in the well water above safe drinking water standards during the investigation.
Once the water line is complete, and homes have been connected, private wells will be decommissioned.
Comment #5: Oral comment from Walt Badulak given at the public hearing on April 27, 2014,
transcribed on page 30 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. Badulak stated he is downhill from other contaminated homes in the area, and he wants to “get
tapped in” to the public water. He further explains he was “left out” of the nearby waterline project
conducted previously for a separate, but similar, Site.
Response to comment #5:
Thank you for attending the public hearing and providing a comment for the record. While your
property was not included in the nearby Limekiln PCE Site, it is included in the Midfield VOCs Site.
The Department has chosen to enact Alternative 4, the water line option, and the Badulak property will
be included in the project.
Comment #6: Oral comment from Peter Tambourino given at the public hearing on April 27, 2014,
transcribed on page 31 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. Tambourino’s well has low-level detections of VOCs, and has “been fluctuating up and down.” He
stated he is “definitely in favor of public water”, and thinks the “whole community needs it”.
Response to comment #6:
Thank you for attending the public hearing and providing a comment for the record. The Department has
selected the waterline alternative in order to abate the health risks posed by the groundwater
contamination at the Site. Wells in the Site area will be sampled again while the Department plans the
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waterline project, and if VOCs are found above any safe drinking water standard during that time, the
Department will provide bottled water as a safe alternative drinking water source.
Comment #7: Oral comment from Richard Jushchyshyn given at the public hearing on April 27, 2014,
transcribed on page 31 of the hearing transcript, summarized below:
Mr. Jushchyshyn thanked the Department for their work at the Site, and stated “my family stands in
favor of a public waterline.”
Response to comment #7:
Thank you for attending the public hearing and providing a comment for the record. The Department has
selected the waterline option as a response action to abate health risks posed by the contaminated
groundwater at the Site.
Comment #8: Letter via email from Mary Ann Grucella:
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Response to comment #8:
Thank you for your comment. The Department has selected the water line alternative as a response
action to abate the groundwater contamination in the Site area. Properties that are currently affected by
levels of VOCs either above or below safe drinking water standards within the immediate Site area will
be connected to the nearby public water line. Additionally, properties that are likely to become
contaminated due to changes in groundwater conditions resulting from the cessation of groundwater
well pumping will also be included. Although the details of the waterline have not yet been established,
the Department anticipates including your property in the waterline project.
Comment #9: Email from Robert V. and Suzanne Davenport:

Response to comment #9:
Thank you for your comment. The Department has selected Alternative 4, the extension of the nearby
public water line, in order to abate the threat posed by groundwater contamination.
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Comment #10: Letter from William Walker, Horsham Township Manager:
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Response to Comment #10:

The Department appreciates the comment and thanks the Township for their cooperation throughout the
investigation process. The Department has selected Alternative 4, the installation of a public water line,
as a response action for the Site.
Comment #11: Letter from Tina O’Rourke, Business Manager, Horsham Water & Sewer
Authority:
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Response to Comment # 11:
The Department appreciates the comment and thanks HWSA for their support and cooperation on both
the Limekiln PCE waterline project, and the Midfield VOCs Site. The Department has selected the
waterline alternative as the response action for Midfield VOCs. Investigation into a possible source of
the contamination will be pursued. Typically, when HSCA performs waterline response actions, the
associated water supplier contributes funds to the projects, rather than charging tapping fees. Regarding
tapping fees specifically, the Department’s policy only allows such fees to be funded by HSCA when
the water supplier itself funds and performs the creation, extension, or interconnection of a public water
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system (Guidance for Commonwealth-Funded Water Supply Response Actions, Doc. No. 262-5800-001,
June 15, 2013). As the extension of the existing water system infrastructure in Horsham Township is
being funded by HSCA, tapping fees would not be provided by the Department.
Comment #12: Letter from Representative Todd Stephens, 151st Legislative District:
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Response to comment #12:
The Department appreciates the comment, and thanks Representative Stephens for his support. In order
to abate the health risks posed by contaminated groundwater in the area, the Department has selected the
waterline alternative as a response action for the Site. Homes currently affected by VOCs in their well
water, and homes likely to become contaminated in the future, will be connected to the existing public
water supply.
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