April 24th, 2018
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande

Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and
infectious disease from harrowing to manageable. But in the inevitable
condition of aging and death, the goals of medicine seem too frequently to
run counter to the interest of the human spirit. Nursing homes,
preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds and wheelchairs.
Hospitals isolate the dying, checking for vital signs long after the goals of
cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to extending life, continue to
carry out devastating procedures that in the end extend suffering.
Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his profession's ultimate
limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal for patients and
families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models
for assisting the infirm and dependent elderly, and he explores the
varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that a person's last weeks or
months may be rich and dignified.
May 29th, 2018
The Book that Matters Most by Ann Hood

Horsham
Township
Library

Ava’s twenty-five-year marriage has fallen apart, and her two grown
children are pursuing their own lives outside of the country. Ava joins a
book group, not only for her love of reading but also out of sheer
desperation for companionship. The group’s goal throughout the year is
for each member to present the book that matters most to them. Ava
rediscovers a mysterious book from her childhood―one that helped her
through the traumas of the untimely deaths of her sister and mother.
Alternating with Ava’s story is that of her troubled daughter Maggie, who,
living in Paris, descends into a destructive relationship with an older man.
Ava’s mission to find that book and its enigmatic author takes her on a
quest that unravels the secrets of her past and offers her and Maggie the
chance to remake their lives.
June special meeting to be determined!
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September 26th, 2017
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

January 30th, 2018
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home
of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose
signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer
allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the
Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births,
Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are viable.
Offred can remember the days before, when she lived and made love with
her husband Luke; when she played with and protected her daughter;
when she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all
of that is gone now….

Explores the lives of a Chinese mother and her daughter who has been
adopted by an American couple. Li-yan and her family align their lives
around the seasons and the farming of tea. There is ritual and routine, and
it has been ever thus for generations. Then one day a jeep appears at the
village gate—the first automobile any of them have seen—and a stranger
arrives. A powerful story about a family, separated by circumstances,
culture, and distance, Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane paints an
unforgettable portrait of a little known region and its people and celebrates
the bond that connects mothers and daughters.

October 17th, 2017 (3rd Tuesday)
Moloka’I by Alan Brennert

This richly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, is an
extraordinary epic of a little-known time and place---and a deeply moving
testament to the resiliency of the human spirit. Rachel Kalama, a spirited
seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands like her
father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears
on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her home
and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy
settlement on the island of Moloka'i. Here her life is supposed to end---but
instead she discovers it is only just beginning.
November 28th, 2017
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—
that of white working-class Americans. The decline of this group, a
demographic of our country that has been slowly disintegrating over forty
years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but has
never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance
tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like
when you were born with it hung around your neck. The Vance family
story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt
poor and in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to
Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They
raised a middle-class family, and eventually their grandchild (the author)
would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of their
success in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga
of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that this is only the short, superficial
version. Vance’s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his
mother, struggled profoundly with the demands of their new middle-class
life, and were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, alcoholism,
poverty, and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. Vance
piercingly shows how he himself still carries around the demons of their
chaotic family history.

February 27th, 2018
A Piece of the World by Christina Baker Kline

To Christina Olson, the entire world was her family’s remote farm in the
small coastal town of Cushing, Maine. Born in the home her family had
lived in for generations, and increasingly incapacitated by illness, Christina
seemed destined for a small life. Instead, for more than twenty years, she
was host and inspiration for the artist Andrew Wyeth, and became the
subject of one of the best known American paintings of the twentieth
century.As she did in her beloved smash bestseller Orphan Train,
Christina Baker Kline interweaves fact and fiction in a powerful novel that
illuminates a little-known part of America’s history. Bringing into focus the
flesh-and-blood woman behind the portrait, she vividly imagines the life of
a woman with a complicated relationship to her family and her past, and a
special bond with one of our greatest modern artists.Told in evocative and
lucid prose, A Piece of the World is a story about the burdens and
blessings of family history, and how artist and muse can come together to
forge a new and timeless legacy.
March 27th 2018
Lilac Girl by Martha Hall Kelly

New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at
the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline’s world
is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in September
1939—and then sets its sights on France. An ocean away from Caroline,
Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth
disappearing as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for the
underground resistance movement. In a tense atmosphere of watchful
eyes and suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire
consequences. For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta
Oberheuser, an ad for a government medical position seems her ticket out
of a desolate life. Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a maledominated realm of Nazi secrets and power. The lives of these three
women are set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and
Kasia is sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for
women. Their stories cross continents—from New York to Paris, Germany,
and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom
history has forgotten.

